236. CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE*

DURBAN,
January 2, 1914

THE REV* G, F. ANDREWS AND THE REV. W.
PEARSON HAVE ARRIVED AND WERE ACCORDED A
MOST CORDIAL RECEPTION BY THE INDIAN COMMUNITY.
THEY HAD A VERY ROUGH PASSAGE. WE ARE NOW
TRYING TO SECURE THE ADDITION TO THE COMMISSION
OF AT LEAST ONE EUROPEAN MEMBER IN WHOSE
IMPARTIALITY WE HAVE CONFIDENCE. THE PLANTERS,
IF NECESSARY, ARE TO BE ALLOWED TO NOMINATE
ONE ON THEIR SIDE. I SINCERELY HOPE -INDIA WILL
SUPPORT US IN THIS. PRAY ASK ALL NOT TO BE
OVER-ANXIOUS ON OUR ACCOUNT. WE DISCOVERED ON
OUR RELEASE THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY HAD          SHOWN UNEXPECTED          POWERS OF

ENDURANCE AND SUFFERING, AND WE WERE ASTONISHED
AT THE UNLOOKED-FOR ABILITY SHOWN BY INDENTURED
INDIANS WITHOUT EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP TO ACT WITH
DETERMINATION AND DISCIPLINE. WE ARE QUITE CHEER-
FUL IN OUR CALAMITY PREPARING FOR AND AWAITING
EVENTS.

The Times of India, 5-1-1914

1 This cable was reportedly sent after a meeting of Andrews and the
Indian leaders. He had asked Gandhiji: *"Isn*t it simply a question of Indians*
honour?9 Gandhi's eyes flashed. *Yes!' he said vehemently, That is it, that is
it That is the real point at issue.* 'Then*, said Andrews, *I am sure you are
right to stand out There must be no sacrifice of honour.' He and Gandhi
were friends from that hour; within two or three days they were 'Mohan* and
'Charlie* to one another.1* Cfarfo Freer &&&&> p. 95,